BIRTH  OF  THE   SYNDICATE

Frohman liked the play so much that he became inter-
ested in the management of Miss Marlowe, and together
they produced "Colinette," adapted from the French
by Henry Guy Carleton, at this theater. "Colinette"
inspired one of the many examples of Frohman's quick
retort.

The "try-out" was at Bridgeport, and Dillingham
had engaged a private chair car for the company. When
Frohman tried to get on this car at Grand Central Sta-
tion the porter turned him down, saying:

"This is the Marlowe car.J)

Whereupon Frohman spoke up quickly and said:
"I am Mr. Marlowe/* and stepped aboard.

The production of "Colinette" marked the beginning
of another one of Frohman's intimate associations.
He engaged William Seymour to rehearse and produce
the play. Seymour later directed some of the greatest
Frohman undertakings and eventually became general
-stage-manager for his chief. Frohman was now actively
interested in Miss Marlowe's career. Under the joint
Frohman-Dillingham management she played in "As
You Like It" and "Ingomar."

By this time Clyde Fitch had steadily made his way
to the point where Frohman had ceased to regard him
as a "pink tea1' author, but as a really big playwright.
They became great friends. He gave Fitch every pos-
sible encouragement. The time was at hand when Fitch
was to reward that encouragement, and in splendid
fashion.

Once more the Civil War proved a Charles Frohman
mascot, for Fitch now wrote "Barbara Fritchie," founded
on John G. Whittier's famous war poem. He surrounded
the st^r with a cast that included W. J. Lemoyne, Valeska."
